I HAVE in general found the air in the chambers of lick perfons corapofed of a quantity of carbonic acid gas, hydrogen gas, oxygen and azote, with, fometimes, a fmall portion of ammonical gas, and of that particular emanation, which is called contagious miafma, and which appears to be a peculiar combination of carbonated hydrogen gas, with thofe particles, the nature of which is as yet little known. The 
The fulphurous acid gas might be, in fome cafes, ufeful for decompofing miafmata, by overcoming them with its oxygen; but it leaves behind an oxyd of fulphar, the fmell of which is very injurious. The oxygenous muriatic gas is threrefore preferable.
The gafes which I confider as increafing the irrefpirable portion of air, are the carbonic acid, and the hydrogen. The former ought to be paffed hrough water, and the latter through oil. The carbonic acid gas is by this j>rocefs deprived of the portion of acid which is employed to difengage it, aml'the carbon is precipitated from the hydrogenous gas, which holds it in folufion. The oil, after having been for fome time thus ufed, becomes quite ^Ifick, and is changed into empyreumatic or carbonated oil.
